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The Great Adventure 

Of resignation, sister to defeat. 

I'll not be patient. I will not lie still. 

And in ironic quietude who is 

The despot of our days and lord of dust 

Needs but, scarce heeding, wait to drop 

Grim casual comment on rebellion's end; 

"Yes, yes . . . Wilful and petulant, but now 

As dead and quiet as the others are." 

And this each body and ghost of you hath heard 

That in your graves do therefore lie so still. 

Can anyone doubt that the attitude of these poems is one 
of victory? "Keeping the edge of deprivation sharp," she 
tasted experience to the full, and as the thought of death 
could not numb her will, she perhaps experienced death too 
to the full. 

All her poems indicate a delicate and fastidious sense of 
rhythm. In Birth Moment and the Cry of the Nymph to 
Eros the movement suggests that of a butterfly poised above 
a flower before it alights. Other poems that move me are 
Angelique; ho, All the Way; The Lonely Death; and 
The Mourner. There is something akin in these, in the 
swift vivid touch, to the poems of Emily Dickinson. This 
book stands on my shelf beside those of Emily Dickinson 
and the two slim volumes by Stephen Crane — poets who 
have given much in little. A. C. H. 

OUR COWBOY POET 

Soon after the August Poetry went to press, the author- 
ship of High Chin Bob, the cowboy song published in that 
number, was discovered. As we stated last month, Mr. H. 
H. Knibbs found the song in southern Arizona, where the 
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cowboys who sang it were entirely ignorant of its origin. 
He sent a copy to Mr. Lomax at least a year ago, and just 
the other day Mr. Lomax came upon the song under the 
title of The Glory Trail in a little book of western verse by 
Charles Badger Clark. 

The circumstance is particularly interesting as it reveals 
how a folk-song comes to be a folk-song. It shows the folk- 
song in process of growth, both by elimination and by accre- 
tion, for the changes made in this poem through orali 
transmission are very interesting. I think the author him- 
self would recognize that they add to the directness, vivid- 
ness and force of the song. Inversions are straightened to 
natural order, adding emphasis, and active verbs substituted 
for weaker forms, increasing the action. Slight as the 
changes are, they give life. Not that the song was not a 
good one in the start: we congratulated Mr. Clark in the 
last number of Poetry, hypothetically ; now that the hypo- 
thesis is removed, we congratulate him again. It is not 
everyone who wakes to find himself a folk-poet, and that in 
less than a generation. A. C. H. 



REVIEWS 



JOHN MASEFIELD 

Lollingdon Downs, by John Masefield. Macmillan Co. 

It is not every poet whose personal reading of his poems 
makes friends for them, but Mr. Masefield is one of these. 
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